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AND 7 

Her own DAUGH TER; 1 

: FOR THE I 


Make of Jane Butterfworth, Ds 


Their Servant Maid : : 

. 5 

Who were executed on Saturday, May 3. 1740 — 

| at Ivelcheſter in the County of Somer/et- 2 

| Together with e 

An Account of their Lives, and the many Cruelties | 5 

they were guilty of, particularly that of making 3 

their own Servant Boy eat his own Excrement. » 

Ev Their Behaviour whilſt under Sentence of Death, 48 
- and their Laſt Dying Speeches, made at the Place 1 
1 of Execution, 4 
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Printed for C. StMmpsoNn, at Danvers's Head in the 
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Mrs. ELIZABETH | BRANCH, 


And Her Daughter, 


At the Aſſizes held at Taunton, on Saturday 


March 31. 1740. 


E FOR. the Honourable FUDGE 
$&| CHAPPLE, one of His Majeſty's Ju- 
{tices of the Court of King's Bench, and 
ſeveral others of his Majeſty? O Juſtices, 
for the County of Somerſet. 


Council for the Prifoners. My Lord, J am Council 
for the Priſoners at) the Bar, and this, my Lord, is, 


if I am rightly inform'd, a malicious Proſecution, 


and therefore we humbly hope your Lordſhip will 
put off this Trial till the next Aſſizes. 

Ceurt, Priſoners, for what Reaſon do you d- fire 
your Trial to be put off ? 

Priſoners. My Lord, we ſhall be better Penn. 
for our Frial by that Time. 

Court. When was this Murder committed? * 

Gus, On the Fourth of November laſt. 

A 1 Court, 


- ASC 
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4 "The Trial of Ari Elizabeth Branch, 
4 Court. And when were the Priſoners apprehended, | 


= and ſentroGaol? ß? e 1 3 
4 ; Proſecutor. My Lord, they were taken into Cuſto- 1 
1 dy within fix Days after. ET Txt 1 
Fi © © Fudge, You have had ſufficient Time to prepare 
For your Trial, almoſt five Months, the Court will 
'F Proceed, : 
| : | 
| | Court. Arraign the Priſoners. | 
} Clerk. Elizabeth Branch, hold up thy Hand. Mary 
| i Brancb, hold up thy Hand. 8 | 
7 Elizabeth Branch. You ſtand indicted by the Name | 
| 1 of Elizabeth Branch, late of Hemmington in this County, = 
. for that you, not having the Fear of God before your . 
| Eyes, c. on the 4th of November in the 13th Year I 
A of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the a 
2, Second, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, _ 
1 France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Cc. with. 1 
„ Force and Arms, at Hemmington aforeſaid, in the _ 


County aforeſaid, in and upon Jane Butterſworth, in 
the Peace of God, and our ſaid Lord the King. 
then, and there being, feloniouſly, wilfully, and of 


9 
* 
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| Mallice aforethought did make an Aſſault, and her 
i the ſaid Fane Butterfwerth, with certain Twigs and 
8 Sticks, of the Value of one Penny, then and there 
oo held, in your Right Hand, did feloniouſly, wilfully, 
#f and of Malice aforethought, in ſeveral parts of her 
Nt Body, ſeveral mortal Wounds her gave, of which 


* the ſaid Jane Butter ſtworth inſtantly died. And ſo 
1 the Jurors for our Lord the King upon their Oath do 
4 ſay, that you the ſaid Elizabeth Branch, the aforeſaid, 
11 Jane Butter ſcoorth, in the Manner and Form aforeſaid, 
feloniouſly, wilfully, and of Malice aforethought, 


| did kill and murder, againſt the peace of our ſaid 
vs Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. es 

=! Clerk. Elizabeth Branch, you ſtand a ſecond Time 

6 idicted dn the Coroner's Inqueſt, for that you on the 
* 4th Day of November laft; did feloniouſly and wilful- I 
F ly ſlay the aforeſaid Fane Butterworth. = . F 
q. pee x . Clerk. : 


and Mary Branch her own Daughter. & 


Clerk. Mary Branch, You ſtand indicted by the 
Name of Mary Branch, late of Hemmington, Spinſter, 
for aiding, abetting, aſſiſting and comforting the ſaid 
Elizabeth Branch, the ſaid Fane Butterſworth to kill 

and murder. | 

How ſay you, Elizabeth Branch are you guilty of 
this Felony and Murder of which you ſtand indicted, 
or not guilty? | 
Priſ. Not guilty, my Lord. 
Court. How will you be trled. 
Priſ. By God and my Country. 
Clerk, God ſend you a good Deliverance, 


a Conrt. Sware the Jury. | 
Clerk, You good Men of the Hundred of Taunton 
| ſummoned to appear here this Day draw near and 
anſwer to your Names. | 
1 Matthew Kent, Look upon the Priſoners at the 
- Bar... | 1 
Fou ſhall well and truely try, the Cauſe between 
our Sovereign Lord the King, and the Priſoner at the 
Bar, who ſtand now upon their Deliverance, and a 
true Verdict give according to Evidence, So help 
Fou God, RE 
Officer. Sworn. 
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 Furors Names. 


Matthew Kent, Gent, Richard Charlton, 2 
Edward Symon, Timothy Harvey, | 
Thomas Sutton, Fohn Spencer, 

Luke Milbourn, Francis Pyke, 

Jſaac Phipps, Mark Turner, 

James Boden, Foſeph Gorden. 


Clerk Officer, count theſe : Gentlemen, anſwer 
to your Names. Matthew Reut, &c. ; 
Matibew Kent. Here, | 

. Officer. One, &c. 
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N. Trial a, Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


-;Clerk, Gentlemen, are ym 8 all ſworn.? _ | 
, Officer. Tes. TY . 


Sri * the King. My Lord, ind. you Gentlemen 
of the Jury, I am Council on the Side of the Proſecu- 
tion, and, Gentlemen, the Priſoners at the Bar are 
indicted for an heinous. Offence, for a Crime horrid, 
barbarous and cruel, the Murder of one of their own 
Servant Maids, of one, if I may credit my In- 
ſtructions, always behaved herſelf faithfully and ho- 
neſtly and reſpectfully, during the Time ſhe was in 
the Service of the Priſoners. 1 ſhudder, Gentlemen, 
even to think, much laß to repeat, the barbarous 
Methods the Prifoners puriucd in murdering the De- 
ceaſed.. I ſhall there fort leave it to the Evidence who 
will in the Courſe of the Trial tell you in what Man- 
ner the Priſoners perpctrated the horrid Act, 

2d. Co. for the King. My Lord, and you Gentle- 
men of the Jury, Mrs. Branch, one of the unhappy 
Pritoners at the Bar, is the Widow: of a Gentleman, 
worth 300 J. a Year, at Hemmingion in the County 
of Sumer ſer, and, Gentlemen, according to my Pa- 
pers, the Priſoner, Edizabetb Branch, always ſhewed 
ſuch a perverſe Diſpoſition, and behaved in ſuch a 
Manner, that it is generally believed ſhe in a great 
Meaſure haſten'd the Death of her Huſband. Her 
repeated Crueltics and Barbarities, even in his Life 
Time, rendering him ſo very uncaſy, that it is even 
now a Diſpute in the Country whether his Lafe was 
ſhorten*d by any. indirect Means, or whether his Heart 
was broke at feeing the daily, wicked enormous. Pro- 
ceeding of his Wife. Hence, Gentlemen it natu- 


rally follow'd, that no Servants would live with them 
long, though dur img the Life of Mr. Brauch, they 


endeavour*d to bear with her ill Uſage, becauſe he was 
1g00d-natar'd Miau, and made them all the Amends 


in his Power. 


moroſe Diſpoſtion, and uſed continually to thwart her 


Huſband on very trifling * and in . 
ar 
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The Priſaner, Grütlemen, is of a; 
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and Mary Branch her own Daughter, 7 
lar if he expreſſed a Regard for any one Servant more 
than another, that Perſon was ſure-to be uſed remar- 
kably ill; inſomuch that the Priſoner in a little Time 
after Marriage, and ſettling at Hemington, became the 
Talk of the whole Country round, and no one cared 
to live with her. Upon the Account of her ill and 
cruel Treatment of her Servants, after the Deceafe of 


her Huſband, ſhe was obliged to continue for a long 


Time withont any Servant. Bat, Gentlemen, not- 
withſtanding the Priſoner's Untowardneſs and ill U- 
ſage towards her Huſband, ſhe fo artfully managed 
it, that ſhe and her Daughter got Poffeſſion of all 
his Eſtate, which amounted in the Whole to near 
300 J. per Annum. When the Priſoner was become 
Miſtreſs of this Money, that Moroſeneſs, Pride and 
Inſolence ſhe harbour'd in her Mind before, now be- 


came altogether intolerable. It was now, Geatle- 


men, that the Priſoner elate with Pride, imagin'd, 
that no Perſon was good enough to ſpeak to her. It 
was now that ſhe gave herſelf a greater Looſe to Bar- 
barity and Cruelty, imagining that Servants were Vaſ- 

ſals and Slaves. Hence, the Priſoner was oblig*d to 
put up with unhappy Orphans, c. from the Pariſh, on 
whom ſhe exerciſed her cruel Temper, well-knowing _ 
they had no Body to complain to but Churchwardens, 
Overſeers, and Committee.Men, who ſeldom liſten _ 

to their Complaints, And, Gentlemen, it is too ge- 

nerally believed, that as the Priſoner hath gone on 

for ſome Years paſt, in this cruel Method of Proce- 
dure, ſhe hath occaſioned the Death of ſcveral poor 
Boys and Girls, who deſerved a better Fate, but un- 
lucky for them, that they fell under Jo ſevere a Mi- 
ſtreſs, as the Priſoner. But, Gentlemen, ſhe not con- 
tent with exerciſing whatever Cruelties and Barbarities 


ſhe could imagine herſelf, brought up her Daughter 


to do the ſame. To ſuch a Height of Wickedneſs 
and Barbarity did the Priſoners ariſe, that, as the E- 
vidence for the King will inform you, and the ſeve- 
ral Circumſtances of the Fact, they, on the 4th _ 
Wo 2 


8 The Trial f Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 
il of November laſt, fell upon Fane Butterworth, their 
1 Servant-Maid, and moſt inhumanly murder'd her. 


3d Co. for the King. My Lord, and Gentlemen of 


I the Jury, the Heinouſneſs and Gbliquity of the Sin 


1 of Murder calls immediately to Heaven for Ven- : 

1 i: geance; for it is obſervable, Gentlemen, and fo ir bo] 

= will appear by the Evidence we ſhall produce on Be- , 
. ; half of the King, that notwithſtanding the Priſoners 
ig endeayoured to ſtifle the Murder of the Deceaſed by 


| 

[ 1 | reporting that ſhe died ſuddenly, and ſucceeded ſo far . 
"PF as to cauſe her to be buried privately, yet before threes _ 
Days were paſs*d, Providence, who will not ſuffer a 
Crime of ſo black a Die to go unpuniſhed, fegardful 
of the Almighty Decree, © Whoſo ſheddeth Man's 
Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, ”” ſtirred 

up a Stranger to the Deceaſed (for, Gentlemen, the 
Deceaſed had no Friends or Relations) to make In- 5 
quiſition for her Blood. And having proeur'd Leave 4 
took up the Body of the Deceaſed out of the Grave þ; 
where ſhe was buried, at the Charge of the Priſoners 
in the Church-yard belonging to the Pariſh of Hem- 
mington. Upon Examination of the Body it was found 
that the Deceaſed was murder'd, and the Coroner's 
Inqueſt having ſet on the Body brought in their Ver- 


GT es EET, — 
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dict, Wilful Murder, by Perſons unknown. Soon after i 
which, the Priſoners. were ſuſpected, apprehended, 1 
carried before a Juſtice, examined, and committed F 


to Gaol. And, Gentlemen, let me tell you, That 
the Laws of Zng:and are as careful, and tenacious of 
the Life of the pooreſt Perſon as of the richeſt, and 
fo juſt and impartial is his moſt Sacred Majeſty our | 
_ © Sovereign Lord, . and the worthy Magiſtrates of this 
Land, and the Judges thereof, that no one who of- 
£08: fends the Law in this Point before us, if found guil- 
{WE ty, can eſcape its Juſtice, O how happy and bleſſed 
1 is our State, where no Power, nor Money can ſcreen 
the Guilty. Gentlemen, I bluſh to relate to you the | 
horrid Circumſtances of the Murder the Priſoners at 


the Bar have committed, the Manner of it, the Inde- 
- cency, 
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and Mary Branch her own Daughter. g 
cency, Cruelty, Barbarity and Inhumanity thereof, 


will better become the Evidence to relate, than me to 


repeat. Gentlemen, we ſhall call our Witneſſes and 
prove the Murder, and we doubt not but you will find 
the Priſoners guilty. EN 


Mrs. Branch being a Woman of Subſtance had 


retain'd of her Side, eight Counſellors, who ſpoke in 


the Behalf of her and her Daughter, as follows: 


Countil for the Priſoners, My Lord, with your 
Lordſhip's Leave, I beg, as I am Council in Behalf 
of the Priſoners to addreſs myſclt to your Lordſhip, 
and to you Gentlemen of the Jury. And, Gentle- 
men, the Priſoners at the Bar ſtand indited for the 
Murder of Anne Butter/worth, their Scrvant Maid, 
in the Courſe of the Evidence that we ſhall call it will 
appear, that this is a malicious Proſccution, that we 
ſhall be honourably acquixed, and ſhall obtain a Copy 


of the Indictment. 


2d Council. My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
tis true, as has been obſerv'd, that the Priſoner, Eli- 


Zabeth Branch, is a Gentlewoman of great Subſtance, 


to the Amount of 3 or 400 J. per Annum; a very 
great Eſtate'in this Part of the Country for People in 
private Life. Gentlemen, the Council on the Side of 
the Proſecution have told you, that the Priſoner is the 
Widow of a Gentieman, who when alive lived at 
Hemmington in this County, but this is but a ſmall 


Miſtake, amongſt many others, that they have wil- 


fully run into. The Prifoner, Gentlemen, was the 
Daughter of a Farmer, and married one Branch, a 
Farmer at Hemmington, and ſhe brought him a For- 
tune of 1000 J. and, Gentlemen, our Money was uſe- 
ful to him, was expended in manuring the Land, and 
through the great and notable Induſtry of the Priſo- 
ner, he got theſe great Riches : We ſhall be able to 
2 that ſhe was far from being a cruel, barbarous 
iſtreſs to her Servants; and, Gentlemen, if my In- 

B  ſtructions 
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10 The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


ſtructions are right, we ſhall ſhew you, that this is a 
malicious Proſecution undertaken with no other De- 
ſign than to extort a large Sum of Money .from the 
Priſoners. 

3d Co. That this is a malicious Proſecution, Gen. 
tlemen, will in ſome Meaſure appear even from what 
the Proſecutor's Council have advanc*d. They, in 
order to prejudice you Gentlemen of the Jury, even in- 
ſinuate to you, that Elizabeth Branch was — Haſte- 


ner, if not the Murderer of her own Huſband. 


When, Gentlemen, my Papers inform me, that the 
Priſoner and her Huſband always liv*d together in 
the greateſt Harmony for many Years till the Time 
of her Death, and fo great a Reſpe& had ſhe for her 
deceaſed Huſband that ſhe has remain'd a Widow 
ever fince. Nay, it is even a Contradiction to itſelf, 
to ſuppoſe, that a Man or a Woman ſhould amaſs 
together ſo great an Eſtate as 3 or 400 J. a Year, and 
all that Time, as is inſinuated, they fhould live at 
Variance one with another, that one ſhould be kind 
and good- natur'd to Servants, and the other cruel and 
barbarous. In ſhort, if the Priſoner, Elizabeth 
Branch, was, as the Proſecution inſinuates, barbarous 
and cruel to her Servants, how would it have been 

flible for them to have carried on the Buſineſs of 
Surihing, I will venture to affirm, that if it were the 
Caſe no one Servant in the whole County would ever 


have work'd with him, and then it muſt have follow- 


ed, that they would not have been Maſters of ſo large 
an Eſtate. That the Priſoner is now poſſeſſed of ſuch 


an Eftate, is to me a convincing Argument, not on- 


ly of her Induſtry, Oeconomy, and good Manage- 
ment, but alſo a convincing Reaſon that her Servants 
liv'd with her a long Time, that they fared well, and 
were uſed kindly. | 
4th Co, My Lord. beg Leave to 8 to your 
Lordſhip, kind to the Gentlemen of the Jury, that 
notwithſtanding the mean Inſinuations of ſome Peo- 


ple, it is further plain, that the Priſoner and her 
; Huſband 


and Mary Branch her own Daughter. 11 
Huſband lived together amicably to the Day of his 
Death, for he by his laſt Will gave the Wnole of his 


Eſtate to (as he expreſſes it) his loving Wife, Se. 
This, Gentlemen, is a potent Argument of her ſin- 


cere Love, Duty and Affection for her deccaſed Huſ- 


band; for had ſhe been (as her Enemies repreſent 
her) it is paſt Diſpute; nay, I think, it would have 
been unreaſonable that he ſhould have given her his 


whole Eſtate. On the other Hand, if I am rightly 


inform'd, Mrs. Branch, the Priſoner, was a dutiful 
induſtrious Wife, careful and thrifty, always ſtudying 
to pleaſe her Huſband, diligent in his Buſineſs, ho- 
{pyable to the Poor, kind to honeſt Servants, and a 


Friend to Strangers; her Servants liv'd with her a 


great while at a Time, and thoſe that left her Ser- 
vice were always glad to come again, Indeed, ſhe 
hated an idle, roguiſn Servant, and uſed to reprove 
them ſharply, and ſhe would no: ſuffer them to run 


gadding of their own Heads into bad Company, but 


obliged them to keep goodHours and to go to Church 
on a Sunday, And if the Court ſhall think proper 
we can call a Multitnde of Witneſſes, her Servants 
and others, to ſupport this Character which ſhe the 
Priſoner juſtly deſerves. | | 

5th Co, My Lord, I beg Leave to trouble your 
Lordſhip with two or three Obſervations to ſhew 
your Lordſhip and the Gentlemen of the Jury, the 
great Improbability there is, that.the Priſoners at the 
Bar ſhould be guilty of the Crime laid to their Charge. 
And firſt, Gentlemen, it may be obſerved, that the 
Priſoner was of a very charitable Diſpoſition, and of 
very great Uſe and Service to the Pariſh of Hemming- 
ton, It was her Cuſtom, and a good and laudable 
Cuſtom it was too, for her to go to the Churchwar- 
dens, Overſeers and Veſtry of the Pariſh of Hemming- 
ton, and enquire for the Orphans of the Poor, and 
ſhe would take them into her Service, cloath them 


when naked, feed them when ſtarving, and when thee 


were of Age, ſhe would get them into Services or A- 
| B 2 prent 


12 The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


il prenticeſhips, and ſo promote them in the World, if 
ſhe found them induſtrious. And, my Lord, ſeveral 
of the Inhabitants of Hemmington are now in Court 
#14 ready to teſtify the Truth hereof. What greater Act 
141 of Charity can there be in the World, than to cloath 
I the Naxed, to provide for the Fatherleſs, and to feed 
= the Hungry: It is, in my humble Opinion, the Height 
N of Chriſtianity itſelf. Secondly, This Cuſtom ſhe 
'follow*d for divers Years, and ſeveral Pariſhioners of 
Hemmington being aſked, ſince this Accuſation was 
brought againſt the Priſoner, Why they lét ſo barba- 
rous a Woman have their Orphans, replied, ſays my 
Brief, That no one of her Servants ever complain*d 
to them, but on the other Hand always gave the Pri- 
ſoner the beſt of 8 And, laltly, Gentle- 
| men, can it be imagin'd, that the Prifance ſhould uſe 
by her Scrvants ſhe had of the Pariſh in ſo cruel a Man- 
. ner as is repreſented to you, and they, at no Time, 
| complain to the Officers of the Pariſh thereof ? This 
is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, _ 
6th Co. My Lord, and. Gentlemen of the Jury, 
Life is precious, and ought not to be taken from the 
Priſoners upon ſlender Evidence, Reaſon, | think, 
vil teaches us, that the Priſoner could not be guilty of the 
Fact laid to her Charge. As for Mary, the ſecond 
Priſoner, her own Daughter, ſhe is indeed indicted 
for aiding and aſſiſting her Mother, Elizabeth Branch, ö 
in the Murder of Jane Butter ſcvorth, and this has as 5 
great an Appearance of a malicious Proſecution as 
any Thing in the World; for hereby the Proſecutor 
ſeems to intend to make ſure Work, by depriving the 
Mother of the Evidence of her Daughter. Lord, to 
what a Height of Wickedneſs is the Age come! who 
can be ſafe and ſecure from the horrid Incurſions of 
Spite and Malice. Gentlemen, my Inſtructions tell 
me, that the Deceaſed had been ſick for ſome Time, 
was ſubject to fainting Fits, and that ſhe-was bringing 
from the Well a Pail of Water upon her Head, and 
coming along, ſhe fel down in one of theſe Fi 2 
an 
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though all Endeavours were uſed poſſible, by the Pri- 
ſoners, to prevent her Death, yet ſhe inſtantly died. 
Inſtances of this Sort are too frequent. This is the . 
Truth, Gentlemen, the Deceaſed fell down, bruiſed 


| herſelf with the Fall in ſeveral Parts of her Body, 


died, and was afterwards, at the Charge of the Priſo- 
ners, buried. | 

7th Co. Gentlemen, there remains now little for 
me to ſay, in Behalf of the Priſoners at the Bar. I 
ſhall only ſay, if they are guilty, I am ſurpriz*d, that 
my Inſtructions ſhould be filPd with the Names of a 
Number of Witneſſes, giving both the Priſoners the 


© beſt of Characters. Sure I am, Gentlemen, that if 


they, the Priſoners at the Bar, were the Occaſion of 
the Death of the Deceaſed, it was by Accident only, 
and not of Malice premeditated or. aforethought, and 
I humbly apprehend, that upon theEvidence this will 
be the Caſe, and then you Gentlemen will find them 
guilty of Manſlaughter only. 

8:þ Co. My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I 
beg your Patience a little longer. And Gentlemen ir 
is my Opinion, that this is a malicious Proſecution, 
and as I give Credit to my Inſtructions the Story 1s 
this: Jane Butterſworth dying ſuddenly as you have 
heard, when Anne Somers, the Dairy Maid, who had 
told the Manner of the Deceaſed*s Death to ſome of 
her Acquaintance, they preſently put her upon charg- 


ing her Miſtreſſes with a Murder, by which ſhe might 


get a Sum of Money from them ; for, Gentlemen, 1t 
is obſervable, that the Girl died on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, on the Ech was buried, and on the 8th was taken 
out of her Grave, After which, the Priſoners were 
apprenended, and committed to [velchefter Gaol. So 
that, Gentlemen, here plainly appears a Contrivance, 
for way did not Aane Somers, before the Burial of the 
Deccaſed, diſcover the Murder, which ſhe might then 
as caſily ave done, as ſhe did afterwards, All the 
Circumſtances of this Affair, Gentlemen, when they 
come to be laid before you, will plainly make it ap- 

Pear, 


IOW "OP 
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19 pear, that this is a Combination of wicked and illna- 4 

: if tured People, to take away the Lives of the Innocent, 
þ 


purely becauſe they would not have their Subſtance 
cxtoried from them, when they knew themſelves not 
[ to be guiity. And indeed, Gentlemen, I do not find, 

gy . . . 

1 by What the Council on the oppoſite Side ſay, chat 
Als the Priſoners were objerved to bear any Malice to- 
fit wards the Deceaſed, before the pretended Murder, 
th and therefore, if upon the Evidence it ſhould come 
05 out that they, or any one of them, accidentally, at 
WH. the Time ſworn did give her a Blow, of which the 
| Deceaſed died, this will be Minflaughter, it will not 
| 


be a premeditated Act, as the IndiQment ſets forth, 

[hi and, if this be the Caſe, then you, Gentlemen, will 

| bring in your Verdict, guilty of Manſlaughter, but 5 
1f you ſhould be of Opinion, upon hearing the Evi- . 
dence on both Sides, that the Priſoners were no Way » 
} acceſſary to the Death of the Deceaſed, then you will 

Fl acquit them. 


i, Council 8 the King. My Lord, and you 1 

il — men of the Jury, the Commit on the Side of the Pri- 

: ak  ſoners have been very large and copious in their Re- 

Ply to us of the Council on the Side of the Proſecu- 

tion, and J could heartily wiſh, that every Word that 

| they have ſaid, was the Truth, and nothing but the | 

© i Truth. Far be it from me to aggravate the Crime. 4 

1 the unhappy Priſoners at the Bar have been guilty of. | 

I could wiſh, and that heartily too, that the Juſtice 

of the Pan was of the Side of the Priſoners, for who 
1 can delight in ſhedding innocent Blood, but as I am 

| * * perſuaded, and fo the Indi&tment ſets forth, that this 

_ was not an accidental Murder, but a Murder com- 
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bj: 3 niitted with Deliberation, with Malice aforethought, 
an feloniouſly and wilfully committed, wherefore I beg 
3 that your Lordſhip would indulge me in taking up | 
1. ſo much of the Court's Time, whilſt J briefly remark | 
84 | upon what the Council for the Priſoners have advan- N 
= ced. And, Gentlemen, it is not abſolutely material, 
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in the Caſe before us, whether the Priſoners have a 


good or a bad Character, but whether they be guilty of 
the Indictment, whether they, the Priſoners murder- 
ed the Deceaſed Anne Butter ſtvorih in the Manner they 
are charged. One of the Priſoner's Council obſerves, 
that the: Priſoner, Elizabeth Branch, was a charitable 
Woman, let it be allow*d, and yet the might, at this 
Time, dcliberately kill the Deceaſed. The Truth 
and Circumſtances of the Fact muſt come from the 

Evidences, and there we will reſt the Point, only 1 
would uit obſerve, That the Priſoners Council put- 


ting it upon this Suppoſition, that they the Defen- 


dants if they were the Occaſion of the Death of the 
Deceaſed, it was not deſignedly, maliciouſly or felo- 
loniouſly, but by Accident, by Chance, and without 


the leaſt Premeditation, would inſinuate that they are 


not gutlty in the Words of the Indictment, but we 
ſhall call our Witneſſes, and ſupport the Charge of 
Wilful Murder againſt the unhappy Priſoners at the 
Bar, and it is not doubted but you will bring in your 


Verdict accordingly. 


Council for the Priſoners. With your Lordſhip's 
Leave, and humble Submiſſion to the Court, I beg 
Leave to ſay, that I have made it my Buſineſs to look 


into and conſider the Nature and Circumſtances of 


the Fact now before you, and according to my In- 


ſtructions I find, That the Priſoners had ſent the De. 


ceaſed to fore” neighbouring Place for ſome Baum, 
where ſhe had loiter'd ſome Time, and then return- 
ing with a Pail of Water upon her Head, and com- 
ing careleſsly along fell down, upon which one of the 
Priſoners gave her a Box upon the Ear, and the De- 
ceaſed falling into a Fit, ſhe was put to Bed, blood- 
ed, but, notwithſtanding all poſſible Care wa: Ken 
of her by the Priſoners, the Fit was ſo ſtrong that it 
deprived the Deceaſed of her Life. This, Gentle- 
men is what the Law calls Chance Medley, an Act 
not done deſignedly, without Premeditation, . Fore- 

thought, 
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thought. . And this, Gentlemen, is the Law, which 
was given to Moſes by the Inſpiration of God him- 
ſelf, and which, in Caſes of Accidental RT, you 
ought to pay a particular Regard to. 


Council for the King. Call Anne Somers, | 

Clerk, Put your right Hand upon the Book. The 
Evidence you ſhall give to the Court and the Jury 
ſhall be the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth. So help you, God. 

Officer, Kiſs the Book. 

Court. Anne Somers, tell the Court and the Jury 
what you know of the Murder of Azne Butterſ+ 


worth £ 
Anne Somers. My Lord, ſhe was whipp'd to Death, 


and then buried. 


Court. Tell the Jury how it happen'd that the Pri- 
ſoners did it, and when it was done? 

Somers. It was done on the F ourth Day of Nevem- 
ber. 
Court. Of what 8 ? 

Somers. My Lord, I am ſure, it was the November 


before laſt Chritmas. 
Court. Go on, and tell the Jury lere 125 was that 


Day, and what happen'd. . 

Somers. I was at the Priſoners Houſe at 8 
ton near Philips Norton, that Day. I was then their 
Dairy Maid when the Murder was committed. 

Court. How long had you then ſerved the Priſo- 
ners as Dairy Maid? 

Somers. About Four Months. 

Furyman. Before you came to be Servant to the 
Priſoners, what Character did you hear of them? 

Somers. That they kept a great Farm, and that 
they were worth a deal of Money, but nothing of 
their Cruelty and barbarous Uſage towards their Ser- 
vants till afterwards, for I was a Stranger to them, 
and they were Strangers to me, D 


Court. 


tick 


happen'd. 


and Mary Branch Ber own Daughter. 17 
Court. How long had the Deceaſed been with the 


. Priſoner as a Servant. 


Somers. I cannot tell. She was there before I came, 


But how long, I do not know. 


Court. Tell the Jury if you can how this Murder 


Somers. My Lord, my Miſtreſs, Elizabeth Branch 
calPd the Deceaſed Ann Burtterfworth and ſent her to a 
Neighbouring Farm to get ſome Baum. 

Court, Was it on the Day the Murder was commit- 
ted that your Miſtrefs, ſent the Deceaſed for ſome 
Baum ? 

Somers. Yes my Lord, 

Court, What Time of the Day was it? 

1 Somers. It was after Dinner, and before Milking 
ime. 

Cour t. What Time of the Day i is Milking Time ? 

Somers. My Lord, it was dark Weather and ſhort 
Days, and I believe it might be about 4 O'Clock in 


the Afternoon. 
Court. And how long before that Time, which 


you call Milking Time, did the Priſoner ſend the De- 
ceaſed of this Errand you ſpeak of ? 

Somers. About one Hour and an Half. 

Court, And how far might it be to the Place the 
Deceaſed was ſent ? 

Somers, Half a Mile, or leſs ? 

Court, And was the Deceaſed gone an Hour and an 
Half? 
Sommers, No, my Lord, ſhe was gone longer than 
ſhe need to have been, but as near as I can gueſs, ſhe 

was gone an Hour. 
Court. Then ſhe return'd about Half an Hour be- 
fore Milking Time as you call it ? Y 
Somers. Yes my Lord, I am ſure ſhe did. 
Court. And when ſhe return'd, what happen'd 


then? 
Somers. Why my old Miſtreſs, aſk'd her how ſhe 
; C 8 came 
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18 The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


came to ſtay To long, calling her lazy Slut and the 
Deceaſed excuſing herſelf with forging a Lie, my 
young Miſtreſs was fo exaſperated, that ſhe violently 
ſtruck her with her Fiſt about the Head, and pinch*d 

her Ears. | 

Court. who is your old Miſtreſs and who 1s your 

young Miftreſs. 

Somers. Mrs. Elizabeth Branch and Mary Branch. 

Court. Do you fee them now? 

Somers. Yes, my Lord, they are the Priſoners at 
the Bar. 

Court, What happen'd after this? | 

Somers. My Lord, both the Priſoners jointly in a 
great Rage laid hold of the Deceaſed, and E her 
U mw her Face upon the Floor. 

. Conrt, Where was you at that Time ? 

Somers. I was in the Hall between the Kitchen and 
the Parlour. 

Conrt, And where were the Priſoner and the De- 
ceaſed ? 

Somers. In the Kitchen. 

Court. And you was, you ſay, in the Hall, how 
could you ſee what was done in the Kitchen ? 

Semers. The Deceaſcd went through the Hall into 
the Kitchen, and at the Door of the Kitchen this hap- 

en'd. 
: Court. Whereabouts in the Hall was you, when 
you ſaw Mary Branch beat the Deceaſed about the 
Head, and pinch her Ears? 

Somers. I was ſitting at the Kitchen Door, looking 
into the Kitchen. And when the Deceaſed was upon 
the Ground my young Miſtreſs kneePd upon her Neck, 
and then my old Miſtreſs turn'd up, my Lord, the 
INccaſed's Coats, and both of them whipp*d her with 
4a Wigs, for a long Time, and I ſaw her run with 
Bile 50d. 8 

Court, What Part of the Deceaſed did the Pr rt 
vhip, til! it run with Blood. 


Somers. 
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- tween her Thighs as ſhe lay on the Floor. 


this? 


and Mary Branch her own Daughter. 1 9 
Somers. My Lord, the Priſoners aha her wu 


> ſhe run with Blood. 


Court. J aſk you what Part that was? 
Somers. My Lord, it was the Deceaſed Breech, as 


F they call it in Somerſetſtire, but in my Country, my. 
Lord, we call it, Arſe. 


Court. Mind then, you ſay the Priſoner whipp'd 


7 the Breech or Arſe of the Deceaſed till it run with 
Blood. 
Somers. Yes, my Lord. 


Court. Are you ſure, that you ſaw the Blood ? 


Somers. Yes, my Lord, I ſaw it trickle down be- 
And then 


my young Miftreſs took off one of the Deceaſed's 


Shoes, and beat her about the Breech and Hips with 

the Heel thereof, ſtill keeping the Deceaſed with her 
Knee on the Ground, and my old Miſtreſs {till kept 
2 whipping the Deceaſed. 


Court. You ſay, your young Miſtreſs took off the 


7 Deceaſed Shoe, and beat the Deceaſed with it? 
Somers. Yes. 
Court, So one beat her with the Shoe and the other 


with Twigs. | 
Court. And how did the Deceaſed behave under all 


Somers. The Deceaſed begg'd for Mercy aid after a 


i great Struggling ſhe got away, and ran to hide herſelf 


AP 


in the Parlour. But the Priſoners immediately follow- 


ed her, when they had got Sticks, and beat her ſo a- 
bout the Head and Shoulders, driving her from Place 


to Place, till the Deceaſed was quite mazed and not a- 
4 ble to ſtand. 
Court. How big were the Sticks the Priſoners beat 


q the Deceaſed with. 


Somers, My Lord, they were Broom Sticks, 

Court. Did the Deceaſed fall down in the Parlour ? 
* Somers, Yes, my Lord, ſhe fell down, and then 
my young Miſtreſs threw a Pail of Water on the De- 


þ ceaſed to cool her, as ſhe call'd it. 


Court. 
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Court. Did your young Miſtreſs fetch the Pail of 
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Water, from any diſtant Place, and then throw 1 it on 
the Deceaſed. 

Somers. No, my Lord, the Deceaſed was going to 
waſh the Parlour, and the Deceaſed had brought it 
there for that Purpoſe ; but, my Lord, my youn 
Miſtreſs went into the Kitchen and fetched the ſa] 
Box, and turning up, my Lord, the Deceaſed's 
Coats ſhe rubbed the Breech of the Deceaſed with 


50. 


Salt, which was blaody with Whipping. And then ; 


I went away. 
Court, Where then did you 55 ? | 
Somers. My Lord Milking Time was come, and I 
went into the Yard te Milk my Cows. 
Court. How long might you be gone? 
Semers, About Fialf an Hour, or ſomewhat more. 


Court, What happen'd « on your Return from milk- 


in ? 

1 When I came into the Parlour, as J was 
uſed, to give my old Miftreſs an Account of the 
Quantity of Milk, I ſaw both my Miftreffes ſitting by 
the Fire, and the Deceafed lying on the Floor. I ob- 
ſerved that the bloody Cap the Deceaſed had on before 
I went a Milking was chang'd and a clean one put on, 
and that the Blood had run though that likewiſe. * 


Court. And when you law what was done, did you j 


take no Notice of it. 

Somers. My Lord, I faid to my old Miftrefs, that 
1 believed the Girl was dead. Upon which ſhe call*d 
me, Welch Bitch, Soon after this, the Deceafed 
was put into a Bed, and I was order*d to lie with her, 
but I did not touch her, knowing her to be dead. 

Court. Did not you uſe to lie with the Deceaſed on 
Nights? | 

Somers, Yes, my Lord. 


Court, Who cn the Deceaſed to Bed, you fay 


ſhe could not ſtand, and that ſhe was dead. 
Somers. 1 cannot tell, but J found the Deceaſed in 
tae Bed, and I was not willing to go to Bed, to che 
. Deceaſed 
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Deceaſed, becauſe I knew ſhe was dead, my Miſtreſs 
order*d me to go to Bed to her, and I thought it was 


moy beſt Way to obey her. 


Court. After you came from Milking, did the 
Priſoners beat and abuſe the Deceaſed ? 

Somers. No, my Lord, not as I know, I faw her 
dead, and afterwards ſhe was buried, and it was gi- 


ven out that the Deceaſed died ſuddenly. Shortly af. 


ter this the Neighbours muttered and the Deceaſed was 
taken up, and examined by Mr. Salmon a Surgeon. 
Court. Prifoners, Will you aſk this Wnneſs any 
Queſtions? _ | 
1. Priſoner, My Lord, Whether the Witneſs ever 


ſaw me beat the Deceaſed before that Day? 


Sumers, No, my Lord, but I have often heard her 
complain of being beat and pinched by both the Pri- 


ners. | 
ig Te Whether the Deceaſed did not bring in 
upon her Head, a Pail of Water inſtead of the Baum 
J ſent her for, and whether as ſhe was coming over 
the Cel! of the Kitchen Door, with the Pail on her 


Head, ſhe did nat fall oyer the Cell of the Kitchen 


Door, and fell into a Fit, beat and bruiſed herſelf, 

and then died. < 
Somers, No, my Lord, ſhe had no Pail of Water 

on her Head, nor did the Deceaſed fall down, but 


the Priſoners threw her down, and did to her as J ſaid 


before. | | 
1 Prifoner. Was not the Deceaſed ſubject to Fits. 

Somers, I never heard ſhe was, I never ſaw her in 
one. | 
2d. Priſoner. Whether ſhe did not go out to Milk- 
ing before Three o*Clock that Day? 

Somers. As to the exact Time, whether it was be- 
fore 3 o'Clock, or after it that I went out a min 
I took no Notice, but it was after Dinner my Lord, 
and before Milking Time, that I ſaw the Priſoners 
heat and pinch the Deceaſed and throw her upon the 

. 8 Ground, 
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Ground, and the Priſoner held her Legs down while, 
che other Priſoner whipp'd her. 
Furyman. Anne Somers, you ſay, that when you ſaw 

the Deceaſed lying on the Floor, you ſaid to your 
Miſtreſſes, that the Deceaſed was dead, and afterwards 
that ſhe was put to Bed, and that you went to Bed | 
to the Deceaſed, and that you did not touch her be- i; 
cauſe you knew ſhe was dead. Did you lie with her 
all that Night. 


? 0 Somers. Ves, my Lord. 
EO Court, Did you Sleep that Night. Did you hear 
the Deceaſed breath. 


Ws. Somers. No, my Lord ſhe, was dead quite. 
WENT! Furyman, In the Morning when you got up why 
WM did not you go directly and declare what you had ſeen 
„the Priſoner do to the Deceaſed the Night before, and 
| 10 that the Deceaſed was dead. 
Somers. I was kept within Doors till the Deceaſed 
1 was buried, and not ſuffer*d to go abroad. I did not 
9 dare to ſpeak leſt the Priſoners ſhould have uſed me in 
1 the like barbarous Manner. But as ſoon as it was 
poſſible J left their Service. : 
Court. How r Days did you ſtay with the Pri- . 
My ſoner afterwards? * 
Somers. Not quite Three. | 1 
1 * In what Manner was the Deceaſed buri- 
1 Somers, It being reported in the Neighbourhood, 3 
i that the Deceaſed died ſuddenly ſeveral of the Neigh- 4 
- +0008 bouring Servants and others were deſirous of ſeine : 
"8 her, before ſhe was buried, but this was abſolutely re- 5 
| fuſed to all by the Priſoners, and the Deceaſed was | 
buried in the dead of the Night. This cauſed a ge- 
neral muttering among the Neighbours, and hereup- | 
on the Body was taken up, and examined by Mr, Ro- "4 
ert Salmon. 3 
Court. Who took the Body up ? | 
Somers, I cannot tell, ſome of the n | 
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and Mary Branch her own Daughter. 23 


who carried it to Mr. Salmon, and I faw the Body my- 
ſelf. wo | | | 
Court. Call Robert Salmon, Gent. 
Mr. Salmon appear'd and was ſworn.] 

Robert Salmon. My Lord, I attended with the Co- 
roner's Jury, and examined the Body of the Deceaſed 
Fane Butterſworth, and I found a violent Bruiſe in the 
Os Frontis, and both the Tables of her Skull were 
broken. I alſo ſaw a Wound a little above the Tem- 

le Bone, which it is my Opinion was very dangerous 
and another I ſaw in the Coronal Suture, I obſerv*d 
in the Regions of the Loins a dangerous Wound, and 
that the Fingers of one Hand and the Fleſh beat off, 
and I plainly perceiv*d the Flexor Muſcles and Ten- 
dors to be bare, the Anguiſh whereof, with the other 
Wounds, I judge to have been the Death of the De- 
ceaſed. The Deceaſed's Arms, Thighs and Legs were 
greatly bruiſed, ſcarce any Part of the Body but the 
Breaft and Belly were free; and in general the Body 
of the Deceaſed ſeemed to me to have been ſo barba- 
rouſly and inhumanly uſed that it it was enough to have 


killed the ſtouteſt Man. I humbly apprehend, my 


Lord, that from theſe Wounds were a vaſt Effufion of 
Blood, becauſe ſome of the Wounds were pale and 
of a Cherry Colour ; for Wounds given in a pletho- 
rick State will be livid and blackiſh z wherefore it fol- 
lows, that the Wounds mult be given to the Deceaſed 
whilſt the Deceaſed was living, and whilſt the Blood 
was in its Circulation, for, my Lord, when that 1s 
ended no Blow or Bruiſe what ever will make any Al- 
teration or Colour in the Fleſh. 

Court. Sir, it 1s then your Opinion, that the Body 
of the Deceaſed was barbarouſly and inhumanly uſed, 
and that that was the Occaſion of her Death, as to 
who abuſed the Deceaſed I ſuppoſe, you do not - 
know ? a | 

Salmon, No, my Lord, I donot know who killed 
the Deceaſed in the barbarous Manner I found her, 


nor can I ſay that the Priſoners age guilty herein, I 
| am 
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24 The Trial of Mrs. ElizabethBranch,. 

am certain, that the Barbarity ſhe receiv'd from Some- 
body was the Occafion of the Dcath of the Deceaſed 
according to the Laws of Natue and Phyſical Obſerva- 
tion. ; 

Furyman. Did no other Surgeon view the Body be- 
ſides yourſelf ? 

Salmon, My Lord, I cannot tell ; but 28 ſeveral 
People flock*d to ſee the Body of the D-ceaſed there 
might be ſome Surgeons among the reſt. 

Council for the King. My Lord, if your Lordſhip 
thinks it needful we can call two or three Surgeons 


| ll | DS who are ready to depoſe to the ſame Effect with Mr. 


Wi! Salmon, but as the Coroner's Inqueſt have brought in 
Welt their Verdict Wilful Murder by Perfons unknown, 
650 we, ſubmit i it to your — whether we need, trou- 
4 Lordihip and the Jann 

Fudge. ---"_ is no need to call any other Surgeon 


one is 2 
1 Butler was: called and ſworn. }]; 
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to the Priſoner Elizabeib Tuned and I often ſaw Her 
and her Daughter beat the Deceaſed very cruelly. and 
break her head upon ſlight Occaſions. a 
Court. And how did the Priloners ufe vou? | 
Butler. My Lord, the Priſoners, often beat me bar- 
baronfly. And befere I went into their Service, I 
had: heard that they. did not uſe; their Servants well, 
but Mrs. Branch cathe to my Father and Mother, and 
aaye them Money, and agreed with them that I 
ſhould come and live in the Priſoners Service, and. 
promifed: that: ſhe would be very kind to them and 
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Priſoner's Houſe long before her Tone was alter'd; 

me and her Daughter would for every trivial Offence 
lay on me in the moſt barbarous Manner; and the 
Priſoners my Lord, very frequently would throw 
Plates, Knives and Forks at my Head, becauſe (as I 


© a Country Boy) I could not wait at Table gen: 
tteely 
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FHiamy Butler. My Lord, I was ſometime TER 


me: And ſo I went thither, but I had not been at the 
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and Mary Branch her own Daughter. 25 


teely, or to pleaſe them, But once in particular, upon 
my letting fall a Plate at Dinner, the Priſoners, Mo- 
ther and Daughter aroſe from the Table and beat me 
in ſych a Manner, that what with the Fright and Blows 
together my Lord, craving your Lordſhip's Pardon, 
I beſhit myſelf, and then the Priſoners took up m 
Turd, thruſt it into my Mouth, and made me eat it. 

Court. Which of the. Priſoners threw the Plates 
and Knives at You? _ | 

Butler. Both of them, my Lord. 
Fudge. Priſoners, Will you aſk this Witneſs any 
Queſtions ? | 
Priſoner, My Lord, Whether it was not a Lady 
who dined with me that Day that threw the Plates, 
Se. at him? 
Butler. No my Lord, there were no body at Table 


beſides the Priſoners. 


Priſoners, Whether he did not befoul himſelf; 
and put his Hand into his Breeches, pull ſome of his 
Excrement out, and fling it at me | 
Butler. Indeed, my. Lord, I was fo affrighted, 
that I did not think of ſo doing. But my Lord, 
one of the Priſoners laid hold of me, while the other 


let down my Breeches, and my Lord, they took, 


my Excrement, and one held me, and ſtood over me 
with a Rod, while the other cram'ꝗ the Excrement 
down my Throat. 


Firft Priſoners Defence. | 

My Lord, The Decaſed was a poor Girl, whom 1 
took upon Charity, and when ſhe firſt came into my 
Service ſhe behaved very well, but at length ſhe grew. 
pert, would ſtay of an Errand, and tell Lies. This, 
my Lord, I uſed often to admoniſh her about, and 
ſometimes, indeed, I would give her a a Blow to 
make her remember, but they were but ſlight Ones. 
At this Time I ſent the Deceaſed for ſome Baum, ſhe 
ſtaid a very long Time more than ſhe need to have 
done, and when ſhe return'd I ſaid to her, Jenny, 
D where 
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26. The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


where is the Baum, what made you ſtay ſo long, I 
will give it you. She had then a Pail of Water on 


her Head, and with the Fright ſhe fell down, and 


from that Fall proceeded thoſe Wounds in the Head 
which Mr. Salmon has giving an Account of. Gen- 
tlemen, *Tis true, there was no Body in the Houſe 
at that Time, and fo we cannot prove it, Anne Somers 
ſays ſhe was there, but 1 did not ſee her till ſhe re- 
turn'd from Milking. The Deceaſed fell down in a 
Fright, fell into a Fit, and beat and bruiſed herſelf in 
ſuch Manner as you have heard, for ſhe was ſubj ect 
to Fits, and tho? I did all I could to prevent the Mis- 
fortune, by putting her to Bed, and the like, yet ſhe 
ſoon died. Gentlemen, I am innocent of the Crime 
laid ta my Charge 3 I did ftrike her indeed, but nei- 
ther with Sticks nor Twigs, but I did it with my 
Hand, and if I did hurt her, it was not done deſign- 
edly, but accidentally. 


My Lord, the Wounds as ſhe has in "B Forehead 


have been giyen ſince the. Deceaſed was taken out of 
Her Grave, for ſhe had no Signs of Blows or Bruiſes 
in her Fofehead when ſhe was put into her Coffin, 
and buried. Malicious People, my Lord, have ſince 
done i it. 

Sctond Priſoners Defence. 

My Lord, I did indeed ſtrike Jane Butter ſwworth, 
but it was very lightly, this is a malicious Proſecution, 
and ſer. on Foot only to ruin us, the Girl was 9 
to Fits, and in one of thoſe Fits ſhe died. 

' Priſoners. We deſire to aſk Aunt Somers ſome more 

ueftions, and likewiſe to call ſome Perſons to our 
Reputation. | 

* Azne Somers, was called again. 

© Priſoners. Whether we ever did beat or pinch you? 


Somers. My Lord, the Priſoners attempted to beat 


me ſeveral Times, but T got out of their Way, but 
one Time, they threw ſome Plates at me, but they 
did not hit me. 


Priſoners. 


_ | — P 


and Mary Branch her own Daughter. 25 


Priſoners, How long was it that we threw the Plates: 


at you, before the Deceaſed died? 
Somers. Not long. | 
Priſoners, And did not you then ſay, that you 
would be revenged on us for it? | 


Somers. No, my Lord, I did not ſay a Word to 


the Priſoners for Fear I ſhould be murder'd. 
Abraham Hyſon. My Lord, the Evidence Somers 
ſaid to me, that if ever the Priſoners ſhould beat a 


* 


uſe her ill, ſne would be up with them. 
Court. What did you mean Somers by thoſe 
Words. | 
3 My Lord, that I would complain to a Ju- 
Ice.” .: 


Furyman, What Character might the Priſoners 


have? | 
Hyſon. A very good Character, I never heard of 
any Cruelties that the Priſoners were guilty of before 
this was brought againſt them. They always Jiv*d in 
great Reputation, paying every Perſon their own, 
and living neighbourly. ä | | 
Court. How long have you known the Priſoners ? 


Hyſon. My Lord, Many Years, I knew Mr. 


Branch before he died a long Time. 
Court, Were you intimate in the Family. 

Hyſon. My Lord, I uſed frequently to go thither, 
and I never heard that the Priſoners were cruel to their 
Servants. | | 

Court. Do you live at Hemmington.? 

Hy/on. No, my Lord, about ten Miles off? 

Sarab Rogers. My Lord, about Ten Years ago, I 
lived with the Priſoners as their Servant, and, my 
Lord, they kept a good Houſe, the Servants never 
wanted for Food, nor we never wanted for Work ; 
for the Priſoner would make us work. And the Pri- 
ſoners never ſell out with the induſtrious Servant, but 
the idle ſhecould not endure. My Lord, I liv*d with 
her 2 Years, and my Miſtreſs would now and then 
ſtrike me lightly with her Hand back handed, * I 
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28 The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 
do not deſire a better Miſtreſs, and my Lord I would 


not have gone away from her, but I married from - 


thence. | 


Council for the King. Call Jobn Roberts, and Mar- 


tha Sproſon. 1 
Jobn Roberts, My Lord, the Priſoners at the Bar 


have the worſt of Characters for their ill Uſage of their 


Servants, they are at Hemmington reported to he ſo? 

Furyman. Do you know any particular Inſtance of 
their Barbarity to their Servants of your own Know- 
ledge ? = 

Roberts. No, only, that the Priſoners are generally 
reported to be cruel and barbarous to their Servants, 
and: I know ſeveral who on that Account have re- 


fuſed ſerving them, or when they had been in the Pri- 


ſoners Service a few Days took the firſt Opportunity 
they could to leave it. | 

Martha Sproſon. My Lord, I lived ſometime near 
to the Priſoners Houſe, and J have often ſeen one or o- 
ther of them beat their Servants, and I could. very 
often hear them cry tho? I could not ſee them. 

Fudge. Gentlemen of the Jury, Elizabeth Branch 
the Mother, and Mary Branch her Daughter have been 


arraign'd for the Murder of Anne Butterfworth their 


Servant Maid, on the 4th Day of November laſt, at 


their Houſe at Hemmington in this County. Anne 


Somers, the principal Evidence for the King, tells you, 
that ſhe ſaw the Priſoner beat and pinch the Deceaſed 
and whip her with Twigs tell ſhe run with Blood, and 
that one of the Priſoners took off the Deceaſed*s ſhoe, 


and beat the Deceaſed therewith about the Hips and 


Breech, that then ſhe, Mary Branch did throw a Pail 
of Water on the Deceaſed as, ſhe ſaid, to Cool her, 
andafterwards fetch*d ſome Salt and Salted the Wounds 


. therewith. The Evidence ſays, that Mary Branch and 


the Deceaſed were at that Time in the Parlour,and that 
they got Sticks, Broomſticks, and both fell on the 
Deceaſed in a criel Manner, and that the Salt was 
tetch'd out of the Kitchenſthey falted the Breech of the 

Deceaſed 
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d Deceaſed with. Gentlemen, ſhe further tells you, 
n that ſhe went out a Milking, and that on her Return 
ſſme found her two Miſtreſſes fitting by the Fire in the 
— Parlour, and the Deceaſed lying before the Fire, that 
ſhe ſaid to her old Miſtreſs, The Girl was dead, that 
r her Miſtreſs called Welch Bitch, that ſhe was put in- 
ir to a Bed, and that ſhe (the Evidence) lay with her 
35 that Night, and that the Deceaſed, afterwards was pri- 
of vately buried, and it was given out that the Deceaſed 
2 died ſuddenly. Now Gent. this Evidence is partly 
5 poſitive as to the Fact, and partly circumſtantial, and 
ly you will find, that tho* the Evidence did not fee the 
87 Priſoner directly kill the Deceaſed yet on her Return ſhe 
e- found the Deceaſed dead, and the Priſoners in their 
i- Defence ſay, their was no body in the Houſe at that 
ty Time, it follows, that from the eee of the 
Fact the Priſoners are guilty. Mr. Salmon the Surgeon 
ar who view'd and examin'd the Body of the Deceaſed 
o- ſays, that the Blows the Deceaſed receiv'd in her 
ry Forehead were given in the Deceaſed's Life Time, 
and he gives you a very good Reaſon for it, and tells 
<< you, that Wounds giving in a plethorick State will 
en be livid and blackiſh ; and that there muſt have been 
eir a vaſt Effuſion of Blood, from the Appearance of 
at ſome of the Wounds, being pale and of a Cherry 
ne Colour, that the Wounds muſt be given in Life, 
u, whilſt the Blood was in its Circulation; for, ſays he, 
ed when that is ended no Blow or Bruiſe will make any 
nd Alteration or Colour in the Fleſn. This Gentlemen 
de, - is the Subſtance of the Evidence for the Proſecutor, 
nd and Gentlemen if you credit the Evidence Somers 
ail you will find the Priſoners guilty. The Prifoners in- 
er, deed in their Defence, tell you, that the Deceaſed 
ds was ſent by them the Priſoners to a neighbouring 
nd Place for ſome Baum, that the Deceaſed ſtaid long of 
nat the Errand, and that ſhe forg'd a Lie to excuſe her- 
he ſelf, that they ſaid ſome harſh Words to her, that 


the Deceaſed having on her Head a Pail of Water fell 
over the Sill of the Door, bruiſed herſelf and falling 
| into 
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30 The Trial of Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, 


into a Fit died ſuddenly, And then afterwards they 
contradict what they have faid before, and tell you, 
hat ſome malicious Perſons had wounded the Deceaſ- 
ed in the Forehead, when they took the Deceaſed's 

Body out of her Grave. But Gentlemen, what you 
are to havea particular Regard to in behalf of the Pri- - 
foners is that Part of the Priſoners Defence wherein 
they acknowledge that they did ſtrike the Deceaſed 
and ſay, that if the Priſoners did hurt or were the 
Occaſion of the Death of the Deceaſed it was not de- 
ſignedly, but accidentally. Now, Gentlemen if you 
ſhall be of Opinion that they the Priſoners accidental- 
ly killed or was the Occaſion of the Death of the De- 
ceaſed then you will bring in your Verdict Manſlaugh- 
ter only ; but then Gentlemen you will at the fame 
Time weigh and conſider the ſeveral Circumſtances of 

the Fact; for if it is a Manſlaughter it was done ha- 
ſtily at one Blow only. For tho? the Priſoners might 
have no Deſign of killing the Deceaſed when they 
firſt attacked her; yet the Circumſtances of the Fact 
mew, that they deliberately, with many Barbarities 
and Cruelties tranſacted time after time at length mur- 
der'd the Decaſed. Gentlemen, if you credit the Evi- 
dence for the King, you will bring in your Verdict 


Guilty Death. But if! you find that the Priſoner ac- 


cidentally killed the Deceaſed then you * bring in 
your Verdict Manſlaughter. 


Officer. Make Way for the 3 
Jury having been out an Hour, return'd.] 


Offcer. {0h the Bar. Bring the Priſoners for- 


ward. 
Clerk. Gentlemen of the Jury anſwer to your n. 


Matthew Kent, Sc. 
Matthew Kent. Here, c. 
Clerk. Who ſhall fay for You ? 


Jury. Our Foreman. 
Clerk. Look on the Priſoners at the Bar, How a 


you are they guilty of the Felony and Murder they 


ſtand indicted for or not Guilty. 
ne 


and Mary Branch her own 8 ter. 


x4 20 
, ; | Foreman. Guilty. 

E _ hg And fo you all ſay ? ? ; 

8 » 5 

u Garber Take Care of chem, | 

Up? The laſt Day of the Aſſizes the Priſoners were 
n brought to the Bar. 

d Court. Priſoners, what his you to ſay, why 88 
e tence of Death ſhould not be paſs'd upon y du, accor gd 


© JF. ing to Law. 
Priſoners, We cannot ſay any thing more than 


. what we have ſaid. | 
. Judge. You, the Priſoners at the Bar, Elizabeth 
2 Branch and Mary Branch, have been indicted for a 
Ph barbarous, cruel ou horrid Murder, committed by 
F you on Jane Butter ſworth, your Servant Maid, on 
"= the one Part, and after a fair and impartial Trial on 
it the other, your Country have found you guilty of the 
y Charge. I would therefore have you make a proper 
& Uſe of that ſhort Time which the Law allows you for 
"A making your Peace with God, whom you have ſo 
" highly offended. I have nothing more to ſay than to 
2 pronounce that dreadful Sentence which the Law re- 
& quires and commands me to do; which is, 
5 That you be convey'd from this Place to that 
in from whence you came, and from thence to 
the Place of Execution, - and there be hang'd 
by your Necks until you are dead !------ Ar.d 
the Lord have Mercy on your Souls, 
1 Gaoler, Take the Priſoners away. 
” A brief Account . the Lives of Mrs. Branch and Fr 
ker, and the many Cruelties they were guilty of. 
RS. Branch (according to the beſt Accounts x 
y could learn of her) was the youngeſt Daughter 
of a Gentleman of ſmall Fortune at Philips Nori 


« 85 the County of * She was born in 1687, an 
what 
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32 The Trial of Mes, Elizabeth Branch, 
what ſurpriz'd the Whole Family was, that ſhe had 
a Tooth in her Head, which, indeed, as moſt Au- 
thots agree, denotes the Perſon ſo born, to be of a 


| fierce, bar barous and cruel Diſpofition. And this Diſ- 
pofition made an early Appearance in Mrs. Branch 


when young, for contrary to the natural Inclination of 
her Sex, ſhe uſed to catch Flies and kill them, and it 
was obſervable in the Family that ſhe lov'd to tor- 
ment. Dogs and Cats, and to kill them. As ſhe grew 
up, this Temper grew more prevalent in her, and 
then it was viſible, that ſhe delighted in impoſing Pu- 
niſhments upon her Playtellows, whenever ſhe could, 
and when arriv'd to Woman's Eſtate, ſhe would take 
great Delight in tormenting her Father's Servants. 
At this Time of Life, her Parents and Friends, who 
had all along obſerv'd her Diſpoſition to Ferocity, 
and had frequently admoniſh'd her of it, told her, 
that this Temper in her would never recommend her 
to a Huſband. She, taking this into Conſideration, 
and thinking, that when ſhe ſhould come to be a Mi- 
ſtreſs of a Family, ſhe could gratify this predominant. 
Paſſion of her Soul, thought fit to ſuſpend or ſtifle it 


for the preſent. And accordingly, © Mr. Branch be- 


came her Admirer, who being a Farmer at Heming- 
ton, was admitted her Suitor, and in a fhort Time 
they were married. A Month was ſcarce paſs'd be- 
fore ſhe began to diſplay her natural cruel Temper ; 
for ſhe would on the moſt trivial Occaſion beat her 
Servants, keep them whole Days without Victuals in 
Order to puniſh them, and at other Times ſhe would 
beat them unmercifully, and turn them out of Doors 
late in the coldeſt Nights in Winter, ' without paying 
them their Wages. Thus 'ſhe proceeded, and the 
Reaſon why her Barbarities to her Servants had not 
expoſed her to publick Cenſure and Puniſhment was, 


that Mr. Branch (who was a good-natur*d Man) us'd 


to pay the Servants ſo diſcharg*d unknown to her, 
and make them what Amends lay in his Power for the 


Injuries his Wife did to them, But at length, it 22 
* 


and Mary Branch her ows Daughter. 33 


ſed God, Mr. Branch died, and left his Wife and 
Daughter His Whole Eſtate, amounting to near 300 I. 
4 Year. It was then that all Mrs. Branch*s Servants 
left her, and ſhe was oblig'd to take up with Stran- 
gers, Strollers in the Country, or any poor Perſon's 
Child ſhe could light of, for ſhe was ſo infamous for 
her Cruelties and Barbarities to her Servants that no 
one car*d to live with her, that knew, or had heard 
of her.. Not content with being cruel herſelf, ſhe 
trainꝰd her Daughter up in the ſame Diſpoſition, till 
it became a Cuſtom with them to fling Knives, Plates, 
Forks, c. at the Heads of their Servants on the moſt 
trifling Occaſions : An Inſtance whereof, among ma- 
ny others too tedious to name, is their barbarous U- 
ſage of Henry Butler, who it ſeems, whilſt waiting at 
Table, accidentally let fall a Plate, upon which Mrs, 
Branch and her Daughter, threw Knives and Plates 
at him, and afterwards fell upon him violently, and 
beat him, inſomuch that with the Fright; the Boy be- 
khit himſelf, which his Miſtreſſes perceiving, they 
unbutton'd his Breeches, and, having took his Ex- 
crement into their Hands, cramm'd it down his 
Throat, and forc'd him to eat it. This Barbarity is 
a ſhocking one, and one would have thought ſuch an 
one as even Modeſty and common Decency would 
have refrain'd them from. But Vice is a Precipice 
wherein the Perſons engag'd run headlong to Deſtruc- 
tion; they did not ſtop here, but, on a ſlight Pro- 
vocation they kill'd Jane Butterworth, in the cruel 
and barbarous Manner related in the foregoing Trial. 
For this Fact, both Mother and Daughter were ap- 
prehended, examined, and committed to Tvelcheſter 
Gaol, and on Saturday, March 31. was brought from 
thence under a ſtrong Guard, to. Taunton, and at the 
Aſſizes held there for the County of Somerſet, be- 
fore the Honourable Judge CHAPPLE, was tried, 
found guilty, and receiv*d Sentence of Death: . | 
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34 - - The Trial of Mi. Elizabeth B 4 


* 


"Their Behaviour whilf under 90% Death. 


Mrs. Branch and her Daughter entertain'd great 
Hopes that they ſhould be pardon'd. They made 
Application to the Judge, who, taking into Conſi- 
deration, that Mrs. Branch might have tome tempo- 
ral Affairs to ſettle, order'd the Ge 2 be on 
the Third of May, which was five Weeks after their 
Trial. Mrs, Branch and her Daughter made Appli- 
cations to ſeveral Perſons in Order to obtain his Ma- 
jeſty's Pardon, but this was altogether in vain ; for 
every one deteſted being concern'd in endeavouring to 
ſcreen them from the Puniſhment they ſo juſtly deſerv- 
ed. Several Perſons viſited them, whilſt under Sen- 
tence of Death. And it was remarkable, that Mrs. 
Branch ſeem'd little concern*d under her Misfortunes ; 
but her Daughter griev'd very much, and deſir'd e- 

very Body that came near her to ſue for Mercy for 
her. The Evening before they died, they had a Ser- 
mon preach*d to them by a learned and reverend. Di- 
vine, from theſe Words: Thou ſhalt do no Murder. 
Wherein he laid before them the Heinouſneſs of Mur- 
der, how injurious and deſtructive it was to Society, 
and how offenſive it was to the Almighty Creator. 
He earneſtly exhorted them to repent of all their 
Sins, and to put their ſole Truſt in Chriſt the Media- 
tor between God and Man, and to have a lively Faith 
in him, that ſo their Sins, which now were as red as 
Scarlet might be as white as Snow, and though as 
Crimſon might become as Wool. 

It was now, that Mrs, Branch firit began to think 
ſeriouſly of her latter End, and therefore both ſhe 
and her Daughter confeſs'd their Sins, and receiv'd the 
_ Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. | 

The People in general cried vehemently againſt 
Mrs. Branch, and when ſhe was brought to her Trial, 
the whole Country all around roſe, 1o that the She- 


riffs Officers were oblig*d ro convey them back to 
Tvelcheſter. 


> 


£95 
Be 4 
* 


py whereof follows: 


2 7 7 * had receiv'd Sentence of D 

yalkrong Guard in the Dead of the Night 
for Fear left the People ſhould ſeize the Priſoners and 
tear them to Pieces. The ſame Day, the High She- 
riff ſeiz'd their Eſtate forfeited for the Service of the 


Crows. 


Their Behaviour aud Laſt Dying Speeches at the Place of 


Execution. 


N Saturday, the Third 05 May lat, in the 
Morning between Three and Four „ Mrs 
Branch and her Daughter, attended by the Gaoler and 
about half a Dozen Perſons, walk'd from Jvelcbeſter 
to the Place of Execution; but when they came there 
the Gallows was cut down, whereupon a Carpenter was 


. immediately ſent for, who erected another, and they 


were both executed before Six o' Clock, to the great 
Diſappointment of ſeveral Thouſands of People, that 
came far and near on purpoſe to ſee a publick Example 
made of two Wretches that ſo much deſerv'd it. 
Act the Place of Execution they join'd with the 
Miniſter in Prayer, and ſeem'd, particularly the Daugh- 
ter, to be very devout. Before Mrs. Branch wag 
turn'd off ſhe begg'd of the Sheriff, that ſhe might 
ſpeak to the People. Which was granted, a true Co- 


Good People, 
O U who are Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Fami- 
lies, to you I ſpeak in a more eſpecial Manner. 
ct me advice you to take Care, that you never har- 
bour Cruel, baſe and mean Thoughts of your Servants, 
as that they are your Slaves and Drudges, and that a- 
ny Sort of Ulage be it never ſo bad, is good enough 
for them, Theſe and ſuch like were the Thoughts 
that led me to uſe my Servants as Slaves, Vagabonds 
and Thieves; it was theſe that made me ſpurn at, 
and deſpiſe them, and led me on from one Degree of 
Cruelty - 
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All my ſeverities, and *tis true, I did ſtrike my Maid; 
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Gr 17 to 1 | 
Jet khem not get the op 42 over you my” 
you to this ignoble End. I am Mr puniſhed fot 


but it was not with a Deſign to deprive: her of Life, 
and ſo far I think my Sentence now about, to be exe- 
cuted on me is unjuft ; but the Lord forgive my Pro- 
cutors, and all thoſe who have maliciouſly an falſe. | 
ly ſwore againſt me. Another Caution Iwould give 
You Parents is, That you take Care to ſupprets in 
our Children the firſt Appearance of Cruelty and. 1 
Barbarity. Nothing grieves me. ſo much, under this 
dre dful Shock, as that I have by my Example and 
5 * Corfitnand: made my own Daughter guilty with | 
the fame Follies, Cruelties and Barbarities, and 
rc have involv'd her in the ſame Puniſhment and 
Ruin, with myſelf, I declare that I had no Deſign - - 
of. killing the Deceaſed, as the Lord is my Judge, 
| and before whom 1 muſt ſhortly appear. I beg of 
you to pray for me unto God, that m my 5 Sins may be 
forgiven. me, and that I may be receiv d into Mercy, 


The Daughter then added, Good People, Pit my 
qunhappy £ Caſe,' who young was train'd up in the Paths 
of Cruelty and Barbarity, and take Warning by my 
unhappy End, to avoid: the like Crimes. You feel 1 
am here cut offi in the Prime of Life, in the Midſt 
of my Days, Good OY Pray for wo pray for 
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ben iti Mother went up the Ladder fl, and 
he er afterwards. | 


ec 1:37 


„ il the Country were eth Lend — the 


4onhuman Murderers, and in all Probability the Popu- 
Jase would have puld 1 them in Pieces, had 1 0 nos 
teen executed ſo early in the e 91 Urn 
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